
The Classroom Behavior Support Project  

The Classroom Behavior Support (CBS) Project is 
funded by the Institute of Education Sciences. In the context of the YESS 
Program, we are evaluating the effectiveness of two professional development 
and coaching programs to determine if they help teachers implement high 
quality classroom management strategies and produce positive student 
outcomes. This year, we have implemented the YESS Program in 5 schools in 
Lancaster City School District. We are witnessing excellent growth in teachers’ 
use of classroom management strategies and positive outcomes in students 
participating in the program. We very much enjoy our collaboration with 
teachers and administrators in Lancaster and are making plans to sustain some 
aspects of the YESS program next year. For example, at the start of next school 
year, we will meet with staff at all elementary schools to describe our new Daily 
Report Card (DRC) website. It is being upgraded based on feedback from 
teachers participating this year and it will be made available to all elementary 
teachers and classrooms next year. We plan to offer technical assistance to 
teachers and building level teams to support its use. We look forward to this 
opportunity. If you have questions or are interested in learning more about the 
project, call 877-724-4241.     

 

A Note from CIRS                            
Co-Directors 

Welcome to the second issue of this year’s newsletters 

from the Center for Intervention Research in Schools (CIRS). 
In this issue we provide updates on some of our larger 

projects. Some of you are involved in these projects. 
Thank you! We greatly value your collaboration and enjoy 

the opportunity to partner with you to better meet the 
needs of children and adolescents, to study how to 
improve such services for youth in need, and to provide 

rich, real-world training experiences for our graduate and 

undergraduate students.  

As a brief overview: 

 We have recently started a new project to evaluate 

the effectiveness of our interventions with high 

school students with ADHD (see BEST project). 

 We are in the midst of observing teachers in many 
middle school classrooms to try to better 

understand the relationship between specific teacher 

practices and student behavior. 

 We recently conducted a Community Development 

Team meeting at the Hopewell Clinic in Athens to 
get feedback from clinicians on a new set of 

interventions that we are going to be evaluating in 
clinics throughout New York City and sharing with 

clinicians in central and southeastern Ohio. 

 We are wrapping up another year of the YESS 

Program (see CBS Project). This year we evaluated 
the effectiveness of new consultation and support 

services for teachers as they implemented classroom 
management strategies for youth with or at risk for 

ADHD. We look forward to offering YESS more 

efficiently in multiple districts next year 

 We are working with the Lancaster City School 

District to provide a school-wide screening for 
social, emotional and behavior problems. We look 

forward to assisting them in identifying and service 

youth with special needs. (see PLAY project) 

Thanks to all of you who are participating in these 

and other projects  
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CIRS Projects   

PLAY P r o j e c t  t o  L e a r n  A b o u t                                   

Y o u t h  –  M e n t a l  

H e a l t h  

The Project to Learn 
about Youth (PLAY), is 

funded by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, and is being conducted in collabo-
ration with the Lancaster City Schools. Over 
the next two years, we will screen the social, 
emotional, and behavioral health of students 
in the district and complete in-depth follow-
up assessments with approximately 700 
youth and families. These processes will help 
us better understand the challenges faced by 
youth in the district, improve services for stu-
dents with special needs, and create a better 
learning environment for all students. We are 
completing the screenings in the high school 
and this spring and in the junior high and ele-
mentary schools next fall. We will complete 
the in-depth follow up sessions with families 
starting in June. We look forward to working 
with school district personnel and families on 
this important project.  

The Bridges                      
To Education          
Success for 
Teens (BEST)  

project is funded by the Institute 
of Education Sciences (IES). It is an 
evaluation of the Challenging Hori-
zons Program for high school stu-
dents with ADHD. We are collabo-
rating with high schools in the 
South-Western City School district 
near Columbus and the Logan 
Hocking School District to conduct 
this study. This is a four-year pro-
ject to study the effectiveness of 
our school-based treatment pro-
gram. Drs. Evans and  Owens are 
collaborating with investigators at 
Lehigh University to conduct this 
work. We will begin recruitment 
during the spring semester 
2015.  If you have questions or are 
interested in learning more about 
the project, contact the Center 
(877-724-4241). 

https://www.facebook.com/CIRS.OU
http://www.oucirs.org


Feat ured  Grad uat e St ud ent 

Pro j ect  

Center for Intervention Research in Schools 
51 Porter Hall Ohio University, Athens, OH 45701  

740.597.3236 ~ 877.724.4241 ~ www.OUCIRS.ORG  

Preservice Classroom Management 
Project (PCMP) 

In partnership with the O.U. Patton 
College of Education, Dr. Julie Ow-
ens and Alex Holdaway are evalu-
ating whether skills-focused train-
ing can help undergraduate teacher 
candidates improve their classroom 
management strategies.  Partici-
pants have the opportunity to par-
take in professional development 
that includes a workshop, leading a 
simulated classroom with live 
coaching, instructional observa-
tions, and peer learning groups to 
discuss classroom management 
strategies. Project members are 
excited to evaluate targeted train-
ing embedded within clinical expe-
riences and to contribute to the 
preparedness of the future teach-
ing workforce. Thanks to a success-
ful first cohort, the project will be 
expanding in the Fall, 2015 semes-
ter with up to 20 teacher candi-
dates enrolling in the project.  

CIRS Projects 

W ay s  Y ou C an  

Hel p our  R es ear ch  

If you would like to support one or more of our programs, 

there are two ways you can contribute to our efforts. 
 

You can make a tax deductible donation by sending a check made 
out to:   

~ Ohio Foundations ~  
Center for Intervention Research in School Ohio University 
51 Porter Hall, Athens, OH 45701   Attn: Center Manager   

 
or you can add us to your  Kroger Community rewards Program  
(this doesn’t cost a thing and funds are donated every time you use your 
Kroger card)      go to:  https://www.kroger.com/communityrewards 

     Please go to www.OUCIRS.org/ for more information 

OHIO UNIVERSITY COUPLES STUDY 

Are you 18 to 25 years old and dating someone 

for 3+ months?   

Are you the parent/guardian of an 18 to 25 year

-old who is in a dating relationship? 

If so, you and your partner, or your child, may be 

eligible to participate in the OU Couples Study.  

Couples will each earn $60.  Eligible participants 

may earn additional compensation. 

Participants will complete several questionnaires 

and engage in two activities with their partner. 

Heart rate data and saliva samples will be collect-

ed. If interested, please contact the study coordi-

nator  at: OhioUcouplestudy@gmail.com  

Like us on Facebook: Ohio U Couple Study 

Parents’ Preferences for 

School and Community Based 

Mental Health Services 

Is your child in K-5? Does he/she have difficul-

ties paying attention, following instructions, 

being organized, getting along with peers and/or 

struggling to be ready on time for school or 

bed?  If so, consider participating in a brief on-

line survey.  We are looking for parents of ele-

mentary-aged students (grades K-5) to take 

part in a survey about their preferences for 

children’s mental health services. The goal of 

this research is to understand parents’ prefer-

ences for Children’s Mental Health services so 

that we can offer services that better fit par-

ents’ needs.  To learn more about this study, 

writeOUPreferenceResearch@OUcirs.org.       

Participating families will receive a $5 gift card. 

Summer Program 
2015 

Camp BOOST 2015 is a 
unique opportunity for children 
and adolescents entering grades 1- 
7. Campers will spend most of their 
days playing sports and engaging in 
recreational activities (e.g., soccer, 
kickball, softball, basketball) with 
children their age. They will also 
spend 2 hours a day in a classroom 
setting working on academics and 
behaviors conducive to academic 
success. Each group will consist of 
10-12 children and 5 staff 
members. All groups participate in 
special “on site” field-trip activities 
on Friday, such as Water Games 
and Pizza Party, Yoga and Ice 
Cream, and Tour of the OU 
Football Stadium.  

An optional, companion parenting 
workshop will be offered to 
interested parents. Topics may be 
individualized to address parents’ 
concerns or needs; example topics 
include “Strengthening Parent-
Child Relationships” and 
“Managing Misbehavior outside 
the Home” and “Decreasing 
Homework Hassles.”  

The program will be held at Ohio 
University campus. For more 
information, go to 
www.OURICS.org/ or call 
877.724.4241  

Understanding            
Classroom Behavior 
Management in      
Middle School 

The aim of this project 
is to improve our un-
derstanding of the 
rates and types of dis-
ruptive behavior pre-
sent in middle school 
classrooms, determine 
common teacher re-
sponses to disrup-
tive behavior and clari-
fy which teacher class-
room management 
practices are associated 
with better and worse 
student behavior. We 
are collecting infor-
mation from many 
teachers in various 
school districts in cen-
tral and southeastern 
Ohio. For more infor-
mation please contact 
Allison Zoromki: 
AZ301009@ohio.edu 
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